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princes against him, and this he accomplished with so
much ingenuity that Henry on no occasion was ahle to
invade the territories of Naples. Henry died in 1813,
and Robert, being released from all fears of an invasion,
turned his attention to the conquest of Sicily, which he
could not do so long as the Emperor of Germany re-
mained in Italy. This expedition proved unsuccessful;
for Robert, landing at Castellamare, began by besieging
Trefani, where he lost half his army and the greater
portion of his fleet. He was in consequence compelled
to make a dishonourable treaty with Frederic, King of
Sicily, and return to Naples.

The rivalry which existed at that time between Louis
of Bavaria and Frederic of Austria supplied Robert with
the means of increasing his power. In 1318 he took
Genoa, and in the following year was attacked in that
place by the Lombards, at the head of whom were the
Viscount de Scala and Boracassi. After a short struggle
Robert compelled them to raise the siege; but, instead of
following up his success himself, he retired to Avignon,
committing the command of his troops to Raimond de
Cordova, who was shortly afterwards defeated and taken
prisoner. Robert then returned to Naples, and in 1324
sent an expedition against Sicily, under the command of
his son Charles, Duke of Calabria. This prince landed
at Palermo, and laid waste the whole of that district,
but he could effect nothing more. In 1325, Florence
having surrendered to Robert, he sent his son, the Duke
of Calabria, to stop the invasion of Louis of Bavaria,
who, having freed himself from his old rival, was preparing
to invade Italy. The Duke of Calabria, fearing to attack
Louis, retired into Tuscany, where he died m 1328,

His only son being now dead, and not wishing that the